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Abstract: In order to meet the micro—newton level thrust high—precision control requirements of spacecraft
propulsion system, which was proposed by the space gravitational wave detection program of the Chinese Acade-
my of Sciences called “Space Taiji Project”, a micro—newton level radio—frequency ion thruster (WRIT-1) was
designed that was based on the inductively coupled plasma self-sustaining discharge. Through the theoretical
analysis and the experimental verification, the optimization of key components of the wRIT-1 was completed, in-
cluding RF antenna, discharge chamber and ion optical system. According to the experimental results of the
wRIT-1, the RF antenna was 7 turns and 2.0mm pitch with 1.6mm diameter copper tube. The material of dis-
charge chamber was alumina ceramic, the inner diameter was 1.0cm and the length to diameter ratio was 1.5. The
ion optics system was two grids structure with molybdenum, and the gird transparency was 18.05%. After structur-
al optimization, the thrust range of the pwRIT-1 was 5~100N, and the maximum specific impulse was 1275s.
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Table 1 Micro thrusters for gravitational wave detection and their performances'*®

Type RIT Cold thruster Colloid thruster FEEP HEMPT
Thrust range/pN 10~3500 1~5%10° 5~800 1~1400 28~1.5x10°
Thrust resolution/wN 0.1 <0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1
Thrust noise/( wWN/v/Hz) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Specific impuse/s 300~5500 40~70 150~1800 4000~8000 100~800
Life time/h >2x10* - >3500 <7000 >2x10*
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Table 2 Discharge chamber material physical properties

Physical property Quartz Alumina ceramic Aluminium ceramic Glass ceramic
Density/(g/cm?) 22 3.77 2.9 2.52
Hardness/GPa 8.88 11.5 3.82 2.26
Compressive strength/MPa 1100 2100 1200 345
Relative dielectric constant 3.75 16.7 7.1 6.0
Dielectric strength/(kV/mm) 40 9.1 40 40
Heat conduction/(W/(m-K)) 13 18 90 1.46

Coefficient of thermal expansion/C™! 5.5%1077 8.1x107° 4.8x107° 9.3x107
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