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Abstract

To realize the startup characteristic and operating perfom ance of lw powerArcjet Thmsters n detail exten-

sivemulti- start experimental mvestigation was carried out on the thmsters with different stuctures and various popellants

Propellant— feeding systen and vacuum — smulating systan were established powerprocessing unit and sn alkthrustm easur

ng device were developed experinental data collection system was prepared thmster sttucture design and m aterial selection

were accan plished  and mulirstart experments of the thmsters using argon nitogen and anmonia as the propellants were

perfom ed successfully A bundant experinental phenanena are observed and plentiful experinental data are obtained and

same conclusions are made by analyzing the results The nvestigation shows that the propellant properties have significant

effects on the startup characteristic and operating perfomance of Arcjel and the thmster optin ization design should be per

fomed for given propellant covering a w ide flow rate range properly
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Table 1 Structures and materials of arcjet thrusters in laboratory

ThmsterNa (5 as passage Anode m aterial d, /mm L. /mm L4 /mm 0/(°%) S
030411 Radial M olybdenum a 70 a 20 Q 60 30 147
030526 Radial M olybdenum Q 70 Q 35 Q 20 20 192
030528 Tangential Tungsten Q 60 Q 35 Q 55 20 178
030603 Radial Tungsten 1 60 Q 60 Q 50 20 267
030604-1 Radial Tungsten Q 52 Q 60 Q 40 20 448
030604-2 Radial Tungsten 0 52 Q0 60 1 60 20 448
030606 Radial Tungsten 0 68 Q0 60 Q 55 20 175
030608 Radial Tungsten Q0 55 a 50 Q 80 20 212
030609 Radial Tungsten Q0 55 Q0 50 (0 80 20 233
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Table 2 M ain results of argon arcjets ignitions

Thwster Flow rate Thust Specific mpulse  Current Voltage Power E fficiency Thust/Power Pow er/F low rate
Na /{mg/s) fmN /(N. s/kg) /A N w o /(mN /IW ) ( Jimg)
33 65 450 1337 3 L7 22 257 4 1L 69 174 8 7 65
030528 42 07 60 0 1426 2 1L 7 2 245 7 17 41 244 2 3 84
63 10 76 0 1204 4 1L 7 20 234 0 19 56 324 8 371
17 25 23 0 1333 3 1L 7 27 315 9 4 85 72 8 18 31
030604-1 33 65 47 0 1396 7 1L 1 26 288 6 1L 37 162 9 8 58
42 07 550 1307 3 1L 1 25 2775 12 96 198 2 6 60
63 10 74 0 1172 7 111 25 277 5 15 64 266 7 4 40
Table 3 M ain results of nitrogen arcjets ignitions
Thmuster Flw rate Thrust Specific mpule  Current Voltage Power E fficiency Thrst/Power Pow er/F low rate
Na /(mg/s) fmN /(N. s/kg) /A N w e H{mN /KW ) /( Jimg)
o304i1 1L 46 20 0 1745 2 99 31 306 9 569 63 2 26 78
41 25 98 0 2375 8 9 9 55 544 5 21 38 180 0 13 20
10 42 130 1247 6 a7 23 246 1 3 30 52 8 23 62
20 83 300 1440 2 1 7 30 321 0 6 73 9315 15 41
030526 31 25 590 1888 0 10 6 40 424 0 13 14 139 2 13 57
41. 67 79 0 1895 & 10 6 46 487 6 15 36 162 0 11. 70
52 08 98 0 188L 7 10 6 50 530 0 17 40 184 9 100 18
0558 41 67 85 0 2039 8 10 6 47 498 2 17 40 170 6 1L 96
52 08 103 0 1977. 7 10 6 53 561 8 18 13 183 3 10 79
030603 20 83 47 5 2280 4 10 7 47 502 9 1a 77 94 5 24 14
41 67 95 5 2291 8 10 6 58 614 8 1780 153 3 14 75
20 83 330 1584 3 1.0 29 319. 0 819 103 4 15 31
3L 25 56 0 1792 0 1L 0 38 418 0 12 00 134 0 13 38
030604-1 _
41 67 95 0 2279 8 10 8 54 583 2 18 57 162 9 14 00
47 92 115 0 2399 8 12 1 70 847 0 16 29 1353 8 17. 68
) 20 83 380 1824 3 10 2 36 367 2 9 44 103 5 17 63
030604-2
3125 70 0 2240 0 10 2 35 561 0 13 98 124 8 1795
41 67 730 1751. 9 10 8 37 399 6 16 00 182 7 9 59
030606
52 08 89 0 1708 9 10 8 46 496 8 15531 179 1 9 54
200 83 4L 0 1968 3 109 37 403 3 10 00 1oL 7 19 36
G500 3L 25 70 0 2240 0 1a 9 46 50L 4 15 64 139 6 16 04
41 67 89 0 2135 8 1L 0 54 594 0 1a 00 149 8 14 25
50 21 106 0 2111 1 1L} 61 677 1 16 52 156 5 13 49
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Table4 M ain results of anmonia arcjets ignitions

Thuster Flow rate Thrust Specific mpule  Current Voltage Paower E fficiency Thrust/Pow er Power/Flow rate
Nao /(mg/s) fmN /(N. s/kg) /A N w Yo H(mN /KW ) ( Jimg)
030411 a 10 24 0 3934 4 100 39 390 0 12 11 61 5 63 93
18 49 119 0 6438 9 9 4 93 874 2 43 80 136 1 47 28
9 11 330 3622 4 12 2 56 683 2 8 75 48 3 74 99
13 66 53 0 3879 9 12 2 67 817 4 12 58 64 8 59 84
18 21 74 0 4063 7 12 2 76 927 2 16 22 79 8 5Q 92
030526 22 77 94 0 4128 2 12 1 82 992 2 19 56 94 7 43 57
27 32 112 0 4099 6 12 1 88 1064 8 21 56 105 2 38 98
31 88 132 0 4144 5 1L 1 97 1076 7 25 38 122 6 3377
36 43 144 0 3952 8 1L 6 103 1194 8 23 82 120 5 32 80
9 11 330 3622 4 1L 6 38 440 8 13 56 74 9 48 39
I8 21 55 0 3020 3 IL 6 45 522 0 13 91 103 4 28 67
030528 27 32 79 0 2891. 7 1. 6 55 638 0 17 90 123 8 23 35
31 88 91. 0 2854 5 10 8 65 702 0 18 50 129 6 22 02
41. 26 117. 0 2835 7 10 0 81 810 0 20 48 144 4 19 63
17 12 74 0 4322 4 1L 1 89 987 9 16 19 74 9 5770
030603 19 95 9L 0 4561 4 10 8 98 1058 4 19 61 8a 0 53 05
23 31 104 0 4461 6 1L 9 103 1225 7 18 93 84 8 52 58
18 21 63 0 3459 6 1.7 78 912 6 11 94 69 0 5012
030604-1
22 77 75 0 3293 8 1. 7 87 10179 12 13 73 7 44 70
18 21 81 5 4475 6 12 4 92 1140 8 13 99 71 4 62 65
22 77 103 5 4545 5 12 2 102 1244 4 18 90 83 2 54 65
030608 27 32 119 5 4374 1 13 3 108 1436 4 18 19 83 2 52 58
22 77 99 5 4369 8 135 108 1458 0 14 91 68 2 64 03
18 21 78 5 4310 8 12 4 104 1289 6 13 12 60 9 70 82
030605 13 93 64 0 4594 4 12 4 88 1091, 2 13 47 58 7 78 33
22 77 1070 4699 2 12 5 100 1250 0 20 11 83 6 54 90
P, HESTThE LI vy, — AR L e R 3 % e I A g A
5 DRI

ELHZ 0305284f: J1 851 030604 14fE 17 88 F FAS
[ HEE R A S50 245 SR 0] DA HH, FEHE ) 48 45 0 A e
FI T BB SE LB A AH R B O, B HERE R Y
YRR AN, EHE /98 T4 B s A, A Rz 3th T/ETh %
AR, LETh R BAR, HE S8/, AH R HL L vh A, 256
R AR ARt BAR, #E R RS, HEshia
E MR AR R e Mt i i, &4 0 88 TR R e e,
FH N T AE ThaR ey, ELoh SR, #E Bk, MM
bl fe i, HERERCR B B, HEITh R LA, T 2
TP A RESRAS BT 8 Bh R e M A0 TR R e 1k,
RS2 TARR R E A g 2 (a). R HES
ThER L LU AR, (H L b fn &5 & MR B8N B AR, & HES
Er ST SRl I IVAZZEY

HERR S50 5 22, AR R L SR F, Bl HE HE 55
5 R 3G N, SRS HE 7 8% A H R 8 e, AH R
HhTAED) R, (R R B R FRRE R, hREHh
B EAR LR, DR bbb oh SR BRA, [ s HE 48 fin 4t

J R AR R SR [ 91 IS R MF. H
W5t 55 1 32 77100 SR 4 o, SEHE 0 8% AR H R S A
A EG R R I ES, N TR A BRER
#, He THESEPZORE 5 EMEHE 3 HE .

PAEUS O HESE R 030411 4 /788 TAEAR Kz
SE, ML IER] T 6433 ON » s/kg X Al fE & T
ANFe i A 70 B R S S R . HE 7 B A A T 3
TAEMERE A & ERM S m, HERR LR 2, AFE
0304114 B0 s R, T H5 M N8 W 5,
030603 FE /7851 030604— 14 /7 3% AT fE 3515 b 1
RERLUT, X T & HE /148110 5, 0306094 1123 A R $k 15
e PR REBEATF o DAL T AN ) B HEE )R 38, REf% 3K
P3P R 4 7 28 S5 M R AN R 1), R 1 A
RE X HE ) 35 5 A0 RN HE 2 751 000 40O 5C R AS A2 AH B ST
(¥, HE A8 AR BT AN B — T 18, ZE ARk e B
P HEE R BRSO #EAT

TEZR EHEREFRIIE L R, AN EE5H RS HHE38
AT I i L P PO HERE R S B — AN ), fE R —



572 it

5 J S

2005 4

RN b/ HE 7 2% BT RE IR 1S B B = L PR AT R
K, BRI AE AT HE S 28 450 RS R AL T i 2 4 T
xS A IR BTG, mASBE A — T Ay ke
PEREAE 0 HE U, XA 4518 BL 030604-1 %04 /) 35
F1 030609 %UHE 71 25% 1f 5258 45 - ) nl LAEAT Ui B .«

030608 2 HE 77 A 771 5 5 I & 5 19 K ok
/N SESE FE T LUt I S AT I A A 5, A5 A
(] (e TR, 4 0 4% bh vk B B BRI, 2 LR
(A, B A AT RE2 f T HE ) 48 32 Bl e ik 5| A2 1, AT LAHE
F1 23R B P AN 55 Ay ] 5 A I A 75 it — D E
5, DR B UHE D3s TR . AN R A
TR MR NS BGR 22, S 748 1 B e S bL Ay
4699 2N * s/kg ML LU Bl HEBE R I B AY — MRAR AL
FUAE, BH B A S50 FOHE A nT DURH B T, ZHE A%
FIT BE3RAS 10 55 o L b BOZAE X AME i, 4 )5 B9 TAE
E B G HE S B AE M BT, SRR B B R
DA =4 71 25 B BT BESRAS 1 B = b vl

3BT 030603 2 4t /) 2% i S 56 ) F2 ml BAHE R, Sk
K F S AR T L2 5 1 T AE ke e B HE 3t 7k 47 a1
KSR, AT DA HE 77 35 ok B R T s sGR B MR e
B (RIRAS, S8 )5 3R F AR SICAH o) ¢ 4 () A3 77 i3k 4T
RUK, LB I ROK .

6 & i

(1) EEBE - AR = A, R & SAE e
FUE, #5238 3 shfe e B i o, SR & S AE vt
FURE, HE 748 EC IR X R 15 o PRI A 5

(2) B B =P A, T BR B fRAIE T
F128FaE TAERITE L, CALL AR & HRE N B AR R
e 28 5 A 25 18 AR 3

( 3)HHEE 4 M X HE D 2% TAE M B0 3L &2 Lt
PERER B IR KRR, Sk ki ik =2 BN
BEFA SRS R Eerh B35, (B4 2 A B B HE
A5 HE S 28R 52 AR

(4) 83 7)o B B ) BG o, A ) A% TAE R
FEARG EL A BRRREE, AFT B4,

( 5)RFT-AN 5] Ry HE 77 2R i, 88 3R 15 8 1 1 e
HIHE A7 B A5 MR AN R 0, HE 7 88 4540 FRGT B9k Ak Bt
BEAE I 78 A R O 34T

(6)fEL EMERERIME I T, = — R E T b

FRIHE 71 25 BT BE R A5 (4 fo e L b A AT REBEOR, R G A ik
1T HE 3 a5 45 K RT DA 328 £R I B2 4 T 5% 8 #E 2 571 1Y
WG, ABE LS — IR T B VERESE ) E HE

(7)3z 47 i fa] BR8N, R [E) 0 5 4 A0 & b pba]
RE 2 P BRI, (Eth AT BEAFE AL R, SR i
PN B 5 HOHERE SR HEAT S50, ] {3 4E 71 4848 2]
AT B IGER B AR 2 B A RS, 28 AR AR
FERT 8 A HE R REAT K, PR

S 30k

[ 1] Lichon PaulG, Sankovic JohnM . Develbpment and dem -
onstration of a 600-second m ission-average [, arcjet| J].
Journal of Propulsion and Paver, 1996 12(6).

[2] Curran FrancisM , Haag Thanas W . Extended life and
perfom ance test of a low-power arcjet| J]. Joumal of
Spacecraft and Rockets 1992 29( 4): 444~ 452

[3] Yoshkawva T, Onoe K, OhbaT. Development of a low
power DC arcjet for space propulsion[ R]. AHA 87-1058

[4] YoshkawaT, OnoeK, Yamanotw Y. H ich perfom ance
DC arejet thuster for 1KW system defnition| R]. AHA 94-
3004

[ 5] H iratsuka Shinsuke, OnoeKen - ichi, TaharaH irokazu.
Thrust perfomance and themal analysis of a lw power
arcjel thusler] C]. [EPC 99-033

[6] %P AT it i) e i % 55 I ) 2 o SR v B et
[ J]. #HEHEHE A, 1999 20(4). ( LIAO Hong-tu Computa-
tion of canpressble flw using RungeKulta tine stepping
schane[ J|. Journal of Propulsion Technology. 1999 20
(4).)

[7]1 FBRLHE, i, o ol 5 4 7 8% 40 5 JF T 67 B fE
[ J]. #E#EFE AR, 2004 25(5). (XTAO Y ing-chaa TANG
Harbin Chenical non-equilbrim simulation on arcjet
thrusters| I|. Journal of Propulsion Technology, 2004 25
(5).)

[8] M, g, X 5=, ke I 5 4 ) 4% AR 77 T
B BUETIIT [ ). JE R MR K F IR, 2004 30
(9).

[91 ¥ RLEE, iilgis, X 1%, 2 AL SImE 5 4 g 4% s 50 F1 ol
BEFL [ J]. F 4R, 2005 26( 1).

(¥ KL%



